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ABSTRACT 



In 1990-91, the Rosebud Sioux Tribe (South Dakota) 
established a tribal education department (TED) and enacted a tribal 
education code. Following a regional overview of Indian educational history, 
this document describes development of the TED and code, tribal education 
initiatives, schools serving tribal students, and evaluation findings. The 
TED is an agency of the tribal government, administers and enforces the code, 
and reports annually on code compliance and student performance and needs. 

The TED has 2 staff positions - -director and Lakota language specialist- -and 
11 associated staff. The code regulates all schools and education programs on 
the Rosebud Reservation, including public schools. Major areas of regulation 
are curriculum and education standards, parental and community involvement, 
alcohol and substance abuse education, and staffing and teacher training. The 
code asserts tribal sovereignty over the education of tribal members 
concurrently with applicable South Dakota law. Driven by specific needs and 
problems and by code goals, the TED has designed initiatives relating to 
truancy, Lakota language instruction, early intervention services for young 
children with disabilities, and parenting education. Among the major 
evaluation findings are: the TED is funded primarily by tribal revenues and 
is a widely recognized leader in Indian education; the TED is implementing 
the code and education initiatives collaboratively with tribal and nontribal 
educators, officials, and parents; and in the past decade, dropout rates for 
tribal students have dropped dramatically, attendance rates have improved, 
but little progress has been made on student achievement levels. 
Recommendations address funding and staffing needs; issues of legal 
jurisdiction among tribal, state, and federal governments; and 
accountability. Data tables and figures detail dropout rates, performance 
indicators, and funding. (SV) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. 
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This evaluation was supported in part by a grant from the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York. The Carnegie Corporation, however, does not 
take any responsibility for any statement or views expressed herein. 
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